HTML Lesson #2














Review:





In the first lesson, we learned how to use ftp to gain access to your site in order to move html docs back and forth. In addition, we also created our first web page, although simple, it should have given you an idea what html tags are and how they are used. 





For a complete reference on html tags, visit http://www.cnw.com/~drclue/F1.cgi/HTML/HTML.html . Start with Introduction or HTML101.  Browse this site as it has a lot fo great information.

















“So He Says!”





In my way of thinking, a web page has 2 very basic functions. The first is to present the viewer with data in the form of text or graphics. I use the word graphics loosely here and intend it to include Multimedia such as sounds and video. The second basic function is to provide an easy way to move around your site. Notice I said “your site” not “your page”.  In all probability, your page will actually consist of  many html documents linked together via “Links”.  In order to ease the user’s plight of navigating our site, I prefer to build pages with a menu type structure.   The first page will be simple and have “Links” to other areas. This allows the first page to load quickly and retain the user’s attention. Long load times are the death of  a home page.





To keep all this routing straight, I create a “map” of pages as I create them. The map will be a big help when trying to determine link problems when troubleshooting.  Let’s take an easy example. Let’s say I have my first (or opening) page named  “page1.htm” . On this page I have 3 links. Link1 goes to a Business page named “business.htm”. Link2 goes to an IRC Stuff page named “ircstuff.htm”. Link3 goes to a Web Tools page named “webtools.htm”.  My map would appear as follows. 





Opening Page (page1.htm)





	Business (business.htm)





	IRC Stuff (ircstuff.htm)





	Web Tools (webtools.htm)





A couple of things to notice here: 1. I include the actual filename in parenthesis. This is a major help when working with large sites.  2. all filenames are all lowercase. This is because in UNIX (unlike DOS) there is a difference in upper and lower case. If your filename is “business.htm” and you call the link with “Business.htm”, you will get a ‘Not Found” message.





To give you a taste for how the map will grow, let’s make the business page link to 2 other pages. The first will be a client list. The second will be an employee list.  Our map will now look like the following:








Opening Page (page1.htm)


    


	Business (business.htm)


		Clients (client.htm)


		Employees (employee.htm)





	IRC Stuff (ircstuff.htm)





	Web Tools (webtools.htm)














Watch Out!!! He’s gonna code!








Ok, let’s get down to writing some html code. Below you will find the code for the first page. Below that you will find code for the business page. I have included these pages in real htm format in a zip file that you can download. Unzip them, and print them and study them!  Remember that when you see this <!--- at the front of a line, it is a remark line and is ignored by your browser.  This tag provides you with a way to put remarks in your page (usually little reminders to yourself). For the sake of simplicity, I have left out a lot of stuff we would normally put in the header area as we will cover that later.





Page1.htm





<!--- start header area --->


<head>


<title>Opening Page</title>


</head>





<!--- start body of page --->


<font size=“5”>


<center>Welcome to my page!</center><br>


<br>


<font size=“3”>


Please choose one of the following links.<br>


<br>


<a href=“business.htm”>Business Area</a><br>


<br>


<a href=“ircstuff.htm”>IRC Stuff</a><br>


<br>


<a href=“webtools.htm”>Web Tools</a><br>


<br>


</body>


</html>


<!--- end of page1.htm --->























Let’s look at each line of the page1.htm starting at the body of the page (headers will be covered later).





line 1:


<!--- start body of page --->





This is a comment line, noting the start of the body of the page.








line 2:


<font size=“5”>





changes the font size to 5. The font size will remain 5 until it is changed explicitly to something else.








line 3:


<center>Welcome to my page!</center><br>





<center> turns centering on and it will try to center every line until it sees the end tag for centering (</center>)





</center> turns off centering





<br> performs a line feed








line 4:


<br>





<br> performs a line feed








line 5:


<font size=“3”>





This line returns the font size to 3








line 6:


Please choose one of the following links.<br>





Prints the text “Please choose one of the following links” and then performs a line feed.








line 8:


<a href=“business.htm”>Business Area</a><br>





This line is a link. The link starts with <a href=“business.htm”>. This part of the link tells the browser which page to go to when this link is clicked on. This part of the link is not displayed on the screen, it is an internal command to the browser. Notice this tag starts with an  <a  and therefore will require a </a> tag  to finsih the command.   href stands for hypertext reference. This tells the browser that the next thing you see is the name of the page this link goes to.  “business.htm” is the actual filename to jump to.  The > 


finishes the first part of the link.





The second part of the link is Business Area .  This is the text the user will see. On his screen, this text will be a different color. In addition, when he passes his mouse cursor over these two words, it will change from a pointer to a hand. This tells the user this is a link and that it will take him to another page. You will also notice that before you click this link, it is 1 color (usually blue) and that once you have jumped to this link and you visit this page again, it will be another color (usually purple). This tells the user he has been to this link before.  





The third and final part of this link is </a>  which signifies the end of the link command.





 The rest of the page is a repeat of these commands, altering the text and the page name in each link to form a list of  3 options. You then see the </body> (signifies the end of the body) and the </html>  (signifies the end of the html doc). To the user, this page looks as follows:

















Welcome to my page!





Business Area





IRC Stuff





Web Tools








�



Below is the code for the business.htm page. This is the page that gets displayed when a user clicks on the words “Business Area”.





business.htm





<!--- start header area --->


<head>


<title>Business Page</title>


</head>





<!--- start body of page --->


<center><h1>Welcome to my Business page!</h1></center><br>


<br>


Please choose one of the following links.<br>


<br>


<a href=“clients.htm”>Client List</a><br>


<br>


<a href=“employee.htm”>Employee List</a><br>


<br>


<a href=“page1.htm”>Return to Main Page</a><br>


<br>


</body>


</html>


<!--- end of business.htm --->








This page is very similar to the first page. Notice 2 things here. 1. I used <h1> instead of <font size=“5”> to set the font to bold and large. For some reason, <h1> is known as a title tag. <h1> represents the largest font size and <h5> represents the smallest.  2. I included as the last link on this page, a link to go back to the opening page.  As I call each succesive level lower, I include a link to the page directly above this one. This gives the user a way to “walk back out”. Once I get more than 1 level deep, I include 2 links. The first is to the page directly above this one and the other link points all the way to the top page. So in this layout, Employee list would have a link to Business Area and another link  to Opening Page.





At this point you start getting into design and what you think is cool or not. A popular practice is to incude a small link list (can be displayed horizontally) with a link to several other areas on your menu. You can also use a picture as a link. This type of link triggers when the user clicks on the picture. You can make the browser do several things when a link is clicked. For example, clicking on a filename could cause the file to be downloaded to the user rather than displayed on the screen.





�



Review








In this lesson we have introduced  the concept of menuing and hyperlinks.  At this point you should be able to create a simple web page. You should be able to put links on this page that jump to other pages and allows you to come back to your opening page. In addition, you should be able to start creating a map of your site. Understand, this map will change hourly in some cases. :)  I have found Excel an excellent tool for creating and storing my maps.














Final Comments





HTML coding can be tedious. When you encounter a page that does not perform as you expected, the answer can usually be found in mispelled words or tags that are not closed.  Leaving out the > in the example 





<a href=“business.htm”>Business Area</a> 





so that it looks like this 





<a href=“Business Area”Business Area</a> 





can lead to some very strange and unpredictable results. 





There are many programs out there that allow you to graphically build your page. You type text where you want it and size it like you do in  a word processor. You point and click and place pictures and then tell the program where it links to and create instant links. You then save this document and the program goes through and inserts all the tags needed to create the effect you designed. So why am I showing you html code? Because someday, your gonna want to do something the program cannot do. And it will make it a lot easier to figure out how to do it if you understand what your looking at.





Next we will look at the link structure for pictures. 








editors note:  If you caught the error in the 2 html code listings in this document, you get an extra 100! The first line in each document should be <html>. Look in the actual html documents with this lesson to see the code without errors.
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